
231. Untitled (#228), from the History Portraits Series 

Cindy Sherman. 1190 C.E. Photograph 

 6 feet 10 inches x 4 feet 

 Content: Judith from the Bible who cut off the head of Holofernes. 

o The Book of Judith (included In some versions of the Bible), tells of the devout widow Judith—a heroine 

who saves the Israelites from a conquering Assyrian general by befriending him and visiting his tent one 

night while he is drunk. She takes advantage of his unfit state and decapitates him. The Assyrians, 

shocked by the assassination of their leader, retreat. The Israelites are saved 
o because she is a woman who is able to murder a man, Judith has always been a heroine that engendered 

great anxiety 

 Designed to look like a 16th century Old masters painting 

 Context: 

o Cindy Sherman’s Untitled #228 is part of her series of photographs, History Portraits.  This body of work 

was completed from 1988-90, while the artist was living in Rome. However, she did not go and visit the 

great works of Italian Renaissance and Baroque art that was all around her, but rather chose to look at 

them as reproductions in books. In this way, she remained a consumer of print culture, utilizing only 

what images were available to any person, anywhere in the world 

 Artistic choices: dressed in red, the color of lust and seduction, as well as the color of blood. She fills the entire 

length of the 7’ tall photograph—in fact, her head and feet are both cropped, indicating that she is so large she 

cannot be contained by the image. While her face is resolute, “Holofernes’” is grotesque and comedic 

 About the artist: 
o Sherman has said that she hopes that her work is understood as feminist in nature, but that she never 

intentionally created Feminist art.  
o Another misconception is that her photographs are self-portraits. In the same year that she created 

Untitled #228, Sherman explained to The New York Times that in looking at the portraits, she often did 

not see herself in them at all. Rather, she thought she disappeared while creating the character 



 


